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The Third International Conference on
Quality in Self-financed Higher Education
‘Connecting Local and Global’ on 22
February 2025 brought together leaders
from overseas and local education circles as
guest speakers to share their experiences
and prospects for transnational education,
attracting participants both physically
and virtually across several time zones to
discuss the future directions of educational
development.

Opening remarks and visionary
keynote speeches

Professor lan Holliday, Vice-President
and Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Teaching and
Learning) of The University of Hong Kong
and Chairman of the HKU SPACE Board of
Directors, inaugurated the conference. He
welcomed participants from universities,
institutions, and professions worldwide,

EAIL Ll

LALEwa

emphasising the importance of exchanging
experience, building capacity, and expanding
knowledge in self-financed and transnational
education.

The keynote speeches featured two
distinguished speakers — Professor
Stamenka Uvali¢-Trumbié, Former Head of
the Higher Education Section (UNESCO)
and Former Senior Adviser for International
Affairs to the Council for Higher Education
Accreditation (USA), and Professor Grahame
Bilbow, Co-Founder and Director of Grange
Education. Professor Uvali¢-Trumbié
discussed how local developments meet
global standards for quality and recognition
in higher education. This was followed by the
presentation of Professor Bilbow on creating
the new HKU SPACE Teaching Fellowship
Scheme, a local educational initiative aligned
with global educational standards.

Engaging round table discussion and
parallel sessions

A round table discussion chaired by
Professor William K.M. Lee, Director of HKU
SPACE, addressed the prospects for self-
financed tertiary education in the Greater
Bay Area. Esteemed speakers, including Ir
Dr Alex Chan, Chairman of the Committee on
Self-financing Post-secondary Education, Mr
Albert Chow, Executive Director of the Hong
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Kong Council for Accreditation of Academic
and Vocational Qualifications, and Professor
Ronald Chung, Chairman of the Federation
for Self-financing Tertiary Education, shared
their insights on recent trends, regulatory
frameworks, and opportunities for Hong
Kong's self-financing tertiary institutions.

In the afternoon, seven parallel sessions
took place, featuring experts, officials,
and educators from local and overseas
universities. These sessions covered
various aspects of transnational and self-
financed education, including innovative
teaching, quality assurance issues, and
the transnational education experience in
Hong Kong.

Technological innovations in
education

The advancement of technology has
extensively transformed traditional teaching
and learning models. The E-Learning
Team showcased four innovative projects
at the Conference: a VR application for
dietitian training that offers immersive
clinical scenarios, a Metaverse application
for learning Japanese language through
interactive virtual environments, advanced
online learning resources utiliszing
Generative Al for dynamic language practice
and storytelling, and a comprehensive
Video Library to support teaching and staff
development with a wide range of multimedia
resources.

Recognise outstanding teachers

The Outstanding Teacher Awards 2024 were
also presented by Professor William K.M.
Lee at the conference. Thirteen recipients
received awards, with certificates to be sent
directly to those who were not present.
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The partnership between HKU SPACE and
the University of London (UolL) has endured
for 60 years. The Department of Extra-Mural
Studies of HKU (HKU SPACE’s predecessor)
established the first law degree programme in
partnership with UoL in 1963/64, expanding
into disciplines such as Economics,
Management, Finance, Accounting, and
Computer Science over time.

UoL is renowned for its rigorous academic
standards. The programmes offered in Hong
Kong mirror those provided to students
in London in terms of quality teaching
and degree recognition upon programme
completion. Notably, while local universities
follow a four-year curriculum, undergraduates
at UoL admitted through DSE can complete
their studies in just three years, with degree
holders having the opportunity to acquire a
second degree in as little as two years. This
flexibility proves advantageous for working
professionals seeking further education due
to the reduced time and tuition costs.

This year, the Presentation Ceremony was
successfully held on 12 January, with Mr
Alistair Jarvis CBE, Pro Vice-Chancellor of
UoL, travelling to Hong Kong to confer the
degrees on over 50 graduates.
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Mr Jarvis remarked, “UoL and HKU SPACE
share a mutual commitment to providing
high-quality higher education to our students.
This partnership allows students to study
at HKU SPACE, an institution renowned for
its exceptional environment and esteemed
faculties, while earning a globally recognised
credential from UoL.”

Professor William K.M. LEE, Director of
HKU SPACE, added, “Our collaboration
with UoL is bidirectional. Through reciprocal
visits, they gain insights into Hong Kong's
economy, society, and future developmental
trajectory, enabling the design of programme
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frameworks and content that enhance
programme relevance.”

As the Post Secondary Colleges Ordinance
(Cap. 320) undergoes review, both institutions
will explore expanded cooperation to offer
diverse teaching modes and distinctive,
competitive programmes that cater to
students' lifelong learning aspirations at
different life stages.

Graduates' Experience Sharing

Mr Suen Cheuk Pong, a 2024 Bachelor of
Science in Banking and Finance First Class
Honours graduate, and Mr Chan Wai Lun, a
2024 Bachelor of Laws (LLB) graduate, have
both received the HKU SPACE Outstanding
Academic Achievement Award with
distinction.

Working in the financial sector, Mr Suen
recognises the importance of maintaining
a competitive edge in the job market. He
believes that UoL's international reputation
for academic excellence not only provides
him with a qualification from a globally
esteemed institution but also offers
invaluable experience in managing his work,
equipping him effectively for professional
development.

In 2021, Mr Chan decided to embark on a
new career path and pursue an LLB. During
his studies, he encountered numerous
challenges but was fortunate to receive
timely support and beneficial feedback in
mock examinations from his professors,
helping him develop the practical skills
required for his examinations. Currently
studying a one-year full-time PCLL
programme at the University of Hong Kong,
he looks forward to entering the legal
profession upon graduation and starting on
a new chapter in his career.
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HKU SPACE and Po Leung Kuk announced
the signing of the second joint venture
agreement for the development of the
HKU SPACE Po Leung Kuk Stanley Ho
Community College (HPSHCC), marking a
significant milestone in their partnership that
began in 2006. This renewed partnership,
set to run for 30 years from 2025 to 2055,
underscores our shared commitment to
educational excellent and innovation.

The Signing Ceremony of the Joint Venture
Agreement took place at HPSHCC on 10
March 2025. The agreement was signed
by Professor lan Holliday, Chairman of the
Board of Directors, HKU SPACE and Vice-
President and Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Teaching
and Learning), The University of Hong Kong,
and Mrs Helena Tung Pong, Chairman of
the Board of Directors, Po Leung Kuk. It
was witnessed by Professor William K.M.
Lee, Director of HKU SPACE and College
Principal, HPSHCC, and Mr Timothy Chan,
CEO, Po Leung Kuk.

Building on the successes of our first
collaboration, this agreement aims to elevate
HPSHCC to new heights by combining
the unique strengths of both organisations
- academic rigor from HKU SPACE and
practical industry insights from Po Leung
Kuk. Together, we will create synergies
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that maximise the impact on our students
and the broader community. A core goal
of this renewed partnership is to contribute
significantly to Hong Kong’s development as
an education hub in the region. By attracting
talent from across the region and fostering a
vibrant culture of innovation, research, and
entrepreneurship, we aim to shape a brighter
future for education and beyond.

Senior management from both HKU SPACE
and Po Leung Kuk also attended the
event, highlighting the commitment and
support from the leadership teams of both
institutions.
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Continuing Education School
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The School signed a Memorandum of
Understanding with the Northwestern
Polytechnical University (NPU) Continuing
Education School at the Zhihui Port in
Taicang, Suzhou, on 4 March, marking
the official launch of deep cooperation
in the field of education. Both parties will
fully reflect their advantages to build an
integrated cultivation model of "cloud
classrooms + practical bases," providing
seamless academic pathways for Mainland
students by combining theoretical learning
with industry practice.

The Continuing Education School of NPU,
leveraging the university's strengths in
disciplines such as aerospace, naval
architecture and marine engineering, and
artificial intelligence, has been committed to
cultivating high-quality applied talents.

HKU SPACE has unique advantages in
professional fields, continuing education,
and international course integration, aiming
to nurture versatile talents with a global
perspective.

This strategic cooperation is expected to
generate significant synergies by integrating
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high-quality educational resources from
both parties, enhancing teaching quality,
and providing robust talent support for the

Belt and Road Initiative.

From 3 to 5 March, a delegation led by
Professor William K.M. Lee, Director of HKU
SPACE, travelled to Suzhou and Shanghai
for academic exchanges, marking a new
chapter for the collaborative development
of cross-border continuing education.
This included visits to the Yangtze River
Delta Research Institute of Northwestern
Polytechnical University and the Shanghai
Municipal Hospital of Traditional Chinese
Medicine, Jiading. These efforts not only
expanded the collaborative network with
Mainland universities but also injected new
momentum into cross-border continuing
education.
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The HKU SPACE Community College
Award Presentation Ceremony was held
on 7 March in our Kowloon East Campus.
Over 200 teachers, students and parents
gathered to celebrate the accomplishments
of the awardees.

In his opening address, Professor William
K.M. Lee, Director of HKU SPACE, stated,
“The Community College is dedicated to
serving as a platform for students to pursue
their academic aspirations and explore the
myriad opportunities in their personal and
professional journeys.”

On 17 December 2024, HKU SPACE
International College (IC) held its annual
Scholarship cum Bursaries Presentation
Ceremony. This remarkable event
celebrated the academic achievements and
contributions of outstanding IC students,
with a special focus on acknowledging their
dedication and hard work.

The ceremony commenced with a
welcome speech by Professor William K.M.
Lee, Director of HKU SPACE. This was
followed by the presentation of various
scholarships and awards. Additionally,
IC Bursaries were also presented,
highlighting the support from the HKU
SPACE Foundation.

ﬂf\

During the ceremony, the
College presented a total of
15 awards to acknowledge
students for their exceptional academic
performance in the past year. This year,
more than 800 students were granted
scholarships and bursaries totalling over
HK$13 million. The College would like to
express our deepest gratitude to all the
generous donors for their support and
congratulate the deserving recipients.

Lastly, Professor Lee appointed the Student
Ambassadors for the 2024/25 academic
year, entrusting them with the task of
actively upholding the College's values and
promoting campus culture.

A highlight of the event was the heartfelt
“Vote of Thanks” delivered by the
awardees, expressing their gratitude for
the opportunities provided by the IC and
its donors. Mr William Au, Vice Chairman
of the HKU SPACE Foundation Committee,
concluded the event by encouraging
the students to apply their knowledge to
serve the community and contributing to a
harmonious society.

This ceremony was a testament to the
College’s commitment to nurturing talent
and fostering academic excellence. It was
a memorable occasion that reinforced the
importance of education and community
support in shaping future leaders.



A B R B e R 0 B i
HKU SPACE Community College Campus Activities Update

A 8 K 5 P T 552 e s I 3% B 7 20

HKU SPACE Community College Campus Activities Update

)

BERARENBER -—BEFNAABENFE—E
R EBBEWRZIUEDHEBITEMRANRR
HOREEE < BIEBRACHER T [ EEmE | -
BRERERMEBHER I R2EZERA ]
% SEREFRRBEES -

RSEZARK  BRESREENR T EZEN
HMEENRED | DERSIRBEES B
EEES  BAX-BEKFBHNERNZ -
BEREBNREL  ERETRIEZEBNE
B)RIAM

ERE_ANRENRAE  SRTEEMR RE
ERA ] AETREBRIGEIELR © 1o i
BEREFERRABRTHET  B2AUES
HEEERREIREHRERIN

BRGEESERESBLUNREED  HBE
MHERESHBANEE  £EFLE  FSK
HIRE AL -

HKU SPACE Community College has been
committed to creating a pleasant and warm
campus life for students through diverse
activities. This year, the College successfully
organised the “Lucky Draw”, the thrilling
"Throw for Win, Match and Get" challenge
and “Free Snacks Day” event, which brought
laughter and vitality to all campuses.

At the end of February, the College hosted
the highly popular "Hong Kong Traditional
Snacks" event across campuses, offering
students traditional snacks like egg waffles,
popcorn, and dragon beard candy. This
allowed everyone to savour the classic tastes
of Hong Kong, experience the local food
culture, and encourage interactions and
exchanges among each other.

Building on February's traditional snack fever,
the College will be hosting "Free Ice Cream
Day" across campuses soon! Students can
enjoy complimentary speciality ice creams.
Moreover, Acting College Principal, Professor
Sonny Lo, will host Tea Gatherings at various
campuses, where students can interact
casually with him.

HKU SPACE Community College will continue
to organise similar campus activities, bringing
more fun and memories to students, and
further promoting the diversity and richness of
campus culture.
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The 20th Annual General Meeting of
the HKU SPACE ALUMNI took place on
4 December 2024, and the 2024-2025
Alumni Council was successfully formed.

To further improve the quality of alumni
activities, the newly appointed President,
Mr William Au Weng-hei, expressed his
commitment to actively reconnect with
lost alumni. Through various events and
online outreach, graduates will have the
opportunity to reconnect with the Alumni.
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View the list of the
20th Council Members
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Inauguration of the Building
Engineering Alumni Association
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On 29 August 2024, the Building Engineering
Alumni Association held its inauguration
ceremony. Mr Henry Ng, President of the
Association, highlighted its goal of providing
a platform for members to communicate,
and improving members' knowledge
and professional skills in building and
construction engineering. The ceremony
included a seminar on professional training
and development in the industry.

BEXIEERILBERERKIL
Inception of Italian Language and
Culture Alumni Society
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Another notable addition, the Italian Language
and Culture Alumni Society, was inaugurated
on 16 November 2024. President Ben Lam
shared the Society's objectives of promoting
Italian language and culture, providing
support to enthusiasts who are interested in
Italian language and culture and organising
related activities. The inauguration featured
live performances of ltalian classics by local
musicians and singers, adding to the artistic
charm of the event.

ENFEEIRRES
Visit to Hong Kong International
Airport
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On 17 January 2025, the HKU SPACE
ALUMNI organised a tour of the Hong Kong
International Airport. The alumni were guided
through the Sky Bridge, the most prominent
pedestrian walkway in the restricted area of
the airport, enjoying a panoramic view of the
aircraft apron and the third runway through
glass walls and floors. A visit to the HKIA
Staff Club also provided insights into airport
operations.
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HKU SPACE Launches

New Mobile App

In December 2024, HKU SPACE
introduced its new mobile app,
designed to enrich the student
experience. This app serves as
a user-friendly platform enabling
students to stay informed about
the School's latest updates

UBTHERRER
and access to comprehensive #£% HKU SPACE Mobile
information about the School's 2B INAE

programmes and activities, no
matter where they are.

Key features of HKU SPACE
Mobile:

Class Attendance: Scan the QR code to
quickly record your class attendance and
automatically save login information.

Online Learning: Connect to “HKU SPACE
SOUL” to access online learning resources.

Push Notifications: Receive the latest
updates from the HKU SPACE instantly, so
you never miss any important information.

Personalised Features: Enjoy a personalised
experience after registering an account, such
as adding courses to "My Bookmarks" and
"Compare Programmes" features.

HKU SPACE Mobile
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HKU SPACE Online VldL() Library:
Enhancing Learning Through Technology
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Information at Your Fingertips: Access
information about programmes, events,
and learning centres anytime, anywhere.

HKU SPACE Mobile is now available
for download on both iOS and Android
platforms. Download now to explore a
plethora of features!

Download on the

Google Play

Download on the

. App Store
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HKU SPACE
Online Video Library:

Enhancing Learning

Through Technology
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Welcome to
HKU SPACE Video Library

This Video Litwiny it & centraised colecion of video content, provisng eaty
Sccess I ecueaon:
teachers and staff L
topkcs, Supporiing learming and leaching,
ihe beaming experience.

The HKU SPACE Online Video Library
(https://vlibrary.hkuspace.hku.hk) was
launched in January 2025. It is a cutting-
edge resource designed to enhance the
learning experience for both students and
staff. With a comprehensive collection of
over 4,000 educational videos, the library
covers a wide range of subjects, providing
high-quality content that supports
academic and personal development.
The user-friendly interface ensures easy
navigation, allowing users to quickly find

Nyt

and access the materials they need. This
innovative tool not only supplements course
materials but also encourages exploration
of new areas of interest. By integrating
advanced technology into the learning
process, HKU SPACE demonstrates its
commitment to fostering an engaging
and dynamic educational environment.
The Online Video Library is a testament
to the School's dedication to leveraging
technological advancements to improve
teaching and learning outcomes.
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HKU SPACE Staff Club Activities
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The Staff Club of the School regularly organises social activities and community services to
enhance communication among colleagues and promote work-life balance.
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Western Cooking Class (8 February 2025): Renowned chef Will Leung taught participants the
basic techniques of making lobster pasta, providing them with hands-on experience in creating
delicious dishes.
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Visiting the Elderly Living Alone (7 December 2024): Bring warmth to elderly individuals living
alone by gifting them with essential electrical appliances during the visit.
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Snake Feast (18 November 2024): Colleagues enjoyed a delightful snake feast for a culinary treat
during the autumn/winter seasons.
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HKU SPACE is a non-profit making
University company limited by guarantee
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https://hkuspace.hku.hk/
https://www.facebook.com/hkuspace.openspace
https://www.instagram.com/hku_hkuspace/
https://www.youtube.com/@HKUSPACEOfficial/featured
https://www.linkedin.com/school/hku-space/



